Approaches to studying cell adhesion molecules in angiogenesis.
Capillaries provide a vast interface between the blood and the tissues that is crucial for regulating nutrient delivery, blood coagulation and transmigration of leukocytes to sites of infection. The growth of new capillaries from pre-existing vessels (angiogenesis) is essential for normal embryogenesis and growth, but also occurs in the development of many diseases. Although relatively little is known about endothelial cell biology, progress is nevertheless being made towards understanding angiogenesis, and several laboratories have begun to identify cell adhesion molecules that may be required for the growth of microvessels.